AFRICAN BURYING GROUND

Master furniture maker Jeffrey Cooper talks about the coffins he has built that will hold the remains of the Africans disinterred
at the African Burying Ground in Portsmouth and will be placed back in the ground during the ceremony in May. He speaks of
the detail and sensitivity that went into the building of the caskets. PHOTO BY DEB CRAM/SEACOASTONLINE

A proper burial

Portsmouth woodworker crafts caskets for Africans’ remains

Deborah McDermott | dmcdermott@seacoastonline.com

Editor’s note: This is one in a series of stories that will appear in the Portsmouth
Herald and Seacoast Sunday in the next six weeks, leading up to the May 23 dedication
of the African Burying Ground Memorial Park on Chestnut Street in Portsmouth.

aster woodworker Jef-

‘ \ / I frey Cooper has been given

a most meaningful task by

Portsmouth’s African Burying Ground
Committee.

In his shop on McDonough Street,

he has been creating the nine plain

pine caskets that will soon carry the
remains of 13 Africans who once walked
the streets of the city and who will be
interred with great dignity and respect
at the African Burying Ground Memorial

SEE BURIAL, A13

Online only

To see a photo
gallery and video
of master wood-
worker Jeffrey
Cooper’s work to
create caskets for
the Portsmouth
African Burying
Ground, see
Seacoastonline.
com.
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